Quod | i

If you thought you
missed our October issue,
don’t think you were going
bonkers; it wasn’t mailed.
Instead, we posted that is-
sue only on our website
(www.salbans.org). We will
occasionally post issues only
to the website in order to
save a few shekels...We are
grateful for the contribu-
tions we received to help
defray the costs of publish-
ing The Word. This is an
important part of our min-
istry, and we are thankful
that so many folks have
found it useful...Thanks to
Greg Darr for his gift of two
circulating fans for the
chapel. These help im-
mensely in keeping us cool
during the warmer periods
of the year...Bishop Yingling
celebrated the 8th anniver-
sary of his ordination to the
episcopate . The congrega-
tion of S Alban’s celebrated
with a lunch...We are cau-
tiously pleased by the news
from Rome regarding the
forthcoming Apostolic Con-
stitution. The people of S.
Alban Church hope to be-
come part of the evolving
outreach by the Holy See to
Anglicans...Our prayers go
with all of our friends and
supporters...Come visit and
worship with us!
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One More Step

The news that the Holy See is preparing an
Apostolic Constitution to ease the movement of
disaffected Anglicans into the Roman Catholic
Church came on the day of the anniversary of my
consecration as a bishop. And the news was, as
they say, a “shocker.”

For quite some time we have been discuss-
ing the possibility of some sort of “uniate” status
for Anglicans within the Roman Catholic
Church, but it was always done with a sort of
“not in my lifetime” sense.

I recall the discussions by the late
Archbishop Gil McDowell who told us of his dis-
cussions, on several occasions, with representa-
tives of the Vatican. He made several trips to

Rome and was received by Pope John Paul II on
at least two occasions. The Archbishop, who was
the first to lead the United Anglican Church, was
a great man, but I never quite thought his per-
spective on the Roman approach to the continu-
ing Anglican churches was correct. He even went
so far as to tell several of us that the Vatican folks
had encouraged him to “think outside the box”
as to how disaffected Anglicans could come into
communion with Rome, but not to consider a
“uniate” option.

As it turns out, what Archbishop Gil told us
is exactly what the Holy See announced was go-
ing to happen. The forthcoming Apostolic Con-
stitution will provide for “ordinariates”, which
will be the equivalent of special dioceses, proba-
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N.B. This little “tongue in cheek” reflection
was handed-on to me some time ago by John
Treat, a former member of S. Clements's Church
in Philadelphia. John participated in my conse-
cration and has since departed for Rome (where
some of us may also soon find ourselves). In light
of the current news from Rome, I thought it ap-
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