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Things have been a bit
quiet in the parish, with not
much new to report.
(Sounds like Garrison Keil-
lor and Lake Wobe-
gon!)...Bishop Yingling at-
tended Evensong and an
information meeting at Mt.
Calvary Church in Balti-
more on the Apostolic Con-
stitution, Anglicanorum
coetibus. We are watching
the development of an An-
glican Ordinariate in the
United States, wondering
where we might fit. We are
told that one is being devel-
oped, and should be in place
by the end of the year... Our
Thursday Study Group will
begin a new book on 11
February, the second part of
Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress...Thanks to all who
contribute to our work...For
those of us who teach and
preach, I am leaving this
thought from John Cli-
macus in The Ladder of
Divine Ascent: “If some are
still dominated by their for-
mer bad habits, and yet can
teach by mere words, let
them teach...For perhaps,
being put to shame by their
own words, they will even-
tually begin to practice what
they teach.”...You are in our
prayers for the keeping of a
good Lent.

The Holy Family

Although I am preparing spiritually for the
Lenten season, [ am also thinking about the sec-
ond “Sanctity of the Month” for February,
namely the Holy Family. In January we cele-
brated the Feast of the Holy Family on the tenth,
and we are called to continue to think about the
example of Jesus, Mary and Joseph through this
month.

During the past ten years of my ministry as a
Deacon, Priest and Bishop, I have encountered
all sorts of families. Not that I didn’t do so before
this decade, but ministry often brings you face-to
-face with the dysfunctions that exist in so many
families. And although we are quick to look at
dysfunctional families in light of current societal
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problems, they have always existed, but in differ-
ent ways. Modern technology and societal norms
have tended to look at family life in a different
manner than that which existed when some of us
were growing-up in the 1950’s. Even Abbot
Gueranger, in his commentary in The Liturgical
Year, published in its fourth edition in 1927
noted that the Feast was “welcomed...as an effi-
cacious means for bringing home to the Chris-
tian people the example of the Holy Family at
Nazareth and by the restoration of the true spirit
of family life, stemming in some measure, the
evils of present-day society.” Sounds familiar 83
years later!

Some of the dysfunction I have seen in fami-
lies stems from the change in the role of fathers
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LENT
Father Mark Connolly

Lent for most Christians is a special time. No
matter how far removed they might be from their
studies of Lent, most Christians know that the
forty days of Lent remind them of giving up
something that is a sacrifice, acts of self-denial,
acts that are geared to remind them of Christ.

Lent is sacred and spiritual for every Chris-

-denial,
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