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The Thursday evening
Study Group recently began
a read-through of Part II of
Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress. We meet every
Thursday evening at 7:15
pm in the Parlor of Trinity
Church, following the 6:00
pm Mass...Congratulations
to parishioner Joe McClure
on his recent job change: he
is now a layout editor for
the Harrisburg Patriot
News...And thanks, Joe, for
the gift of a wall crucifix for
the sacristy...A friend of S.
Alban Church, Mike
Fithian, will be serving as a
teaching missionary in Gua-
temala. He is currently in
that country for a two-week
orientation visit, to be fol-
lowed next year with a tour
of duty lasting two years.
We were able to connect
him with one of the Laud
Hall Seminary students also
serving in Guatemala. You
never know where a “link-
up” might occur...Bishop
Yingling’s nephew, Ryan
Yingling, will begin a tour
of duty in Afghanistan. He
is a Lieutenant with the Air
Force. Please remember
him in your prayers...Again,
our thanks to those who
provide financial and spiri-
tual support to our minis-

try.

The Cure of Souls

Several years ago as part of my Lenten ob-
servance, I read a very curious book entitled Or-
thodox Psychotherapy. Written by Hierotheos,
the Metropolitan of Nafpaktos, this book takes
the position that (Eastern) Orthodoxy provides a
“therapeutic science and treatment.” He goes on
to say that, “It (Orthodoxy) differs from other
psychiatric methods, because it is not anthropo-
centric but theanthropocentric, and because it
does not work with human methods, but with
the help and energy of divine grace, essentially
through the synergy of divine and human voli-
tion.”

While noting that there is indeed a role for
psychiatrists and psychologists, especially in
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treating pathologies, the beginning point for
Christians in seeking wholeness in spiritual
health begins with Christ.

When I was completing a residency in clini-
cal pastoral education, my primary focus was
with the behavioral service line (i.e. department).
One of the most memorable experiences in this
very rewarding period in my life was working
with a Jewish psychiatrist who happened to be-
lieve in the possibility of “demonic possession.”
In fact, I recall a particular instance when he
wanted me to interview a patient before he did
s0, because he had a suspicion that possession
was possibly the cause of the problem. We both
eventually concluded that this was not the case,
but the fact that the psychiatrist saw the possibil-
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Anglicans Call Day of Prayer,
Discernment

LONDON, FEB. 22, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The
Anglican bishop of Ebbsfleet and the Forward in
Faith group have called Anglicans to mark to-
day's feast of the Chair of St. Peter with prayer --
preferably together with Roman Catholics -- to
discern the path to follow after Benedict XVT has
opened the way for them to enter communion
with Rome.
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